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Adult and larval tunneling of Micracis burgosi Wood in sapwood of branch of Delonix regia.  Cuernavaca, Morelos, Mexico.  T.H. Atkinson.
								
								
								


																
 

 
    
 

	
    Bark and Ambrosia Beetles.    Bark beetles and ambrosia beetles form a large group of small wood-boring beetles that bore into trees, shrubs and vines in all forest and shrub habitats throughout the world, from deserts to rain forests.  A wide variety of hosts are used. The best known species are destructive pests of coniferous forests, especially in the Northern Hemisphere. Other species may be pests of ornamental, fruit, and forest trees.  Some of these are vectors of serious fungal diseases.  Most species are not considered economically important. The group is very diverse in terms of life cycles, host plants interactions and behavior.

	

	Taxonomically bark and ambrosia beetles comprise the subfamilies Scolytinae (6,444 species worldwide) and Platypodinae (1,354 species worldwide) in the family Curculionidae (weevils and relatives).

    

	
    Geographic Coverage.    This site is dedicated to the bark and ambrosia beetles of the Americas.  Information presented here is based on a database that includes 74,929 collection records for 3,577 species from the Americas (3,282 Scolytinae, 295 Platypodinae).  At present, information on species from the North, Central, and South America is complete.  Information from Bright's (2019) monograph on Caribbean species has not been completely incorporated, but all taxonomic information is included.  Host and distribution records are taken from 632 articles, monographs, and other databases.  Numerous unpublished records are also included. At present this information is accessible via geographically restricted regions selected by users.  The default setting is the entire Americas, unless restricted by the user.

    

		
    Geographical selections can be accessed hrough several different indices.  For each species, information on synonyms, host plants, distribution, images, and distribution maps  is presented where available. 

    

    
    
    

    
    Image Library.    An image library includes 29,104 photographs and line drawings for 3,051 species from North, Central, and South America. These come from a wide variety of published and unpublished sources.  The Image Library also includes numerous photographs of species from other regions (2,929 images of 449 species). Additional images from others are welcomed.  Please contact me for details.

    

    Disclaimer.    Almost by definition, this site and associated pages will always be a work in progress.   Users should be aware that there is always a time lag between new publications and incorporation of that information here.  Once the information is posted, I can't control how viewers use it.  I would strongly suggest that the information not be quoted without contacting me.  The posted information may not be the most current.  Feel free to contact me with questions, comments, and suggestions. Inevitably in a project of this size there will be errors of all sorts, so let me know if you come across any.  Many of these errors do not become apparent until groups of records are summarized, tabulated or mapped.

	





News and Notices



9.29.21 Revision of Coptoborus (=Theoborus)

   
   Earlier this year the Neotropical genus Coptoborus was revised by Sarah Smith and Anthony Cognato. Theoborus Hopkins is a synonym. Forty new species were described.  The widely distributed  and commonly collected species, theobromae Hopkins was synonymized with villosulus Blandford.  The photographs from the paper are available in the Image Gallery. The article is available here

	

	

	

8.30.21 Change in classification system

   
   I have completely abandoned the "modified Wood" classification scheme.  This is explained further here

	

	

	


8.30.21 New Indices

   
   I have added several new indices for finding species or images once a geographic selection has been made.  See  here

	

	

	

8.30.21 South America and the Caribbean 

   
   The database is now complete for South America. I am still adding locality data for the Caribbean from Bright (2019) but all species are included here.  This means that the database is essentially complete for the Americas.  Naturally, there is always some time lag between data in new publications and data entry.

	

	

	

8.30.21 Maps Update 

   
   The problems noted with Google Maps have gotten worse and the maps simply don't work at this point.  I'm working on it.

   

	

19.X.18 Problem with Google Maps 

   
   Google Maps has changed its user interface and I haven't yet had the opportunity to update the coding on this site.  In the meantime Google is getting prissy about it and generating irritating error messages every time you generate a map.  The maps still work.

   

	

5.VII.15 New Defaults 

   
   The new default setting for the web site indices is now all of North and Central America.  if you want something more restrictive, you can reset a geographical selction for the duration of a session  here.

   

	

5.VII.15 Central America Complete 

   
    All published information on distribution, hosts, and synonymy is now complete for Central America.  This includes data from outside the New World for introduced species.  Extraterritorial localities are listed in species summaries, but not mapped.  We're now heading towards Tierra del Fuego, figuratively speaking.

   

   

5.VII.15 EDDR 2012-14 

   
   Records for 2012-2014 from the USFS Early Detection-Rapid Response  Program have been added.

   

   

5.VII.15 HQ Images S.L. Wood types 

   
   Discriminating vistors may have noticed the remarkable increase in the number of photos in the image library.  This is due in large part to the efforts of Dr. Sarah Smith, who with support from the U.S. Forest Service, is taking high quality photographs of all of S.L. Woods primary types recently deposited in the National Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian Institution.  These include 6010 images of 1196 species The project is nearly complete.

   

   

3.XI.13 Customized checklists 
   

    In the past users have been limited to 3  checklists: Canada and the U.S., the Southeastern U.S., and Mexico.  Now it is possible to choose a geographical region of interest and generate customized checklists.  The pattern of internal navigation (condensed and expanded checklists, alphabetical index of valid names and synonyms) will not change, but the content will reflect the user's selection.  Once a region has been selected all indices will remain set to that choice until the user resets the regional selection. The default setting is "North and Central America".

   

   

15.V.13 Data complete for Canada, U.S., Mexico.

   
    All published information on distribution, hosts, and synonymy is now complete for Alaska, Canada, the U.S. and Mexico.  This includes data from outside the New World for introduced species.  Extraterritorial localities are listed in species summaries, but not mapped.

   

   

11.V.13 Wood 2007 Photos

   
   The original photographs used by S.L. Wood in his 2007 monograph for South America were made available from the M.L. Bean Science Museum at Brigham Young University (0 images of 0 species).

   



EDRR trapping, 2006-2011

   
   Approximately 11,000 records for 287 species have been added from trap catches around the U.S. as part of the USFS Early Detection-Rapid Response  Program for the years 2006-2011.  This includes more than 50% of all species known from the U.S. and Canada.
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